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November 28, 2023 

 
UCC Remit Update 
 

 
Dear Christ First Friends: 
 
 
All United Church of Canada regional councils and pastoral charge governing bodies 
across Canada have been asked to vote “yes” or “no” by March, 2024 to a remit that will 
allow the development of a new, autonomous National Indigenous Organization (NIO) 
within the United Church of Canada. This remit has been referred to as “Remit 1”. When 
any requested change in church structure will alter the Basis of Union of The Manual, 
then a Category 3 Remit is required. Congregations are not required to vote on this 
remit. 
 
The National Indigenous Church (“NIC”) has existed for many decades and currently 
functions as a separate structure alongside the United Church of Canada, sharing in 
values and ministry education, among other things. Individual indigenous communities 
of faith have their own governing councils, just as we do. There is a National Indigenous 
Council, which sets policy for the Indigenous United Churches as a group. These groups 
function mostly autonomously. However, for the NIC to make any significant change to 
its body politic, it must currently go through a remit process such as this and be 
approved by the General Council of the United Church of Canada. Remit 1 looks to 
correct this structural issue by allowing changes to the Basis of Union to reflect that: 
 

 The United Church of Canada will be organized as follows: (1) a three-councils 
structure, consisting of communities of faith, regional councils and a 
Denominational Council; and (2) an autonomous National Indigenous 
Organization; 

 Once the new autonomous National Indigenous Organization is established within 
The United Church of Canada, it will have its own mechanisms to make any future 
changes to its structure and processes, and, therefore will not be subject to the 
remit process under section 7.4.1 of the Basis of Union**; 

 The changes required for the establishment of the autonomous National 
Indigenous Organization. 
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To prepare for this important vote, Council members read background information on 
both the Horseshoe Falls Regional Council (HFRC) and United Church websites. Some 
Council members attended a workshop run by HFRC to foster in depth dialogue and 
answer questions. 
 
At the November 22 Council meeting, Council members voted unanimously to approve 
Remit 1. Council supports the position that this remit is the logical and necessary next 
step for the United Church to move away from being a colonial church and toward being 
an actively anti-racist and inclusive church. This is consistent with Christ First’s 
exploration of becoming an Affirming Church. 
 
Remit 1 is a key part of the Truth & Reconciliation process, intended to heal the wounds 
of the past and put all of us collectively in a better relationship with Indigenous 
communities. Voting in favour of the remit acknowledges Indigenous peoples’ rights to 
their own spiritual identities and to self-determination. This has the potential to create a 
new kind of relationship between the Indigenous peoples and the United Church: in the 
words of the National Indigenous Council, moving “from ‘missions to Indians’ … towards 
being ‘partners in God’s call to all the earth.’” 
 
If this remit is approved by the wider church, it would not immediately create a new 
Indigenous Church. Rather, the remit asks for the removal of barriers in order to give 
Indigenous people in the church the time and space they need to define their own 
future in relationship with the United Church. Details about policy, practices, finances 
and overall function remain to be worked out. 
 
We invite you to read more about Remit 1 and its importance to building a renewed 
relationship with the Indigenous peoples. Information can be found on the Horseshoe 
Falls Regional Council website and the United Church website. 
 
 
A new relationship is waiting, and we turn our faces towards it. 
 
 
 
 

Carol Wilson 
Chair, Christ First Council 

Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 
Lead Minister 

Shawn Bausch 
 Regional Council Rep 

 


