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Spiritually Engaged  
Caring and Connected 
Community Focused 

Learn, Live, Love, Lead 

Greetings to Friends of Christ First 
 

We live in exciting times!  I am excited about news of an in-person, outdoor service and welcome 
back chicken BBQ on September 19th.  Talking to old friends and meeting some new friends in 
person will be such a blessing despite the wearing of masks and practicing our social distancing.  
We hope and pray that indoor services will follow soon after. 

However, let us not allow ourselves to become complacent.  COVID-19 is not going away!  Fortu-
nately, we have an Emergency Preparedness Committee (EPC) made up of retired health care 
professionals who have experience in infection control.  Who remembers SARS, H5N1 bird flu, 
H1N1 swine flu?  This group is continually monitoring national, provincial and regional guidelines, 
keeping our church guidelines up to date in the interests of keeping us safe.  Thanks to the Proper-
ty committee and Ken Hori, air filtration systems effective against COVID-19 particles have been 
installed on each of our HVAC systems and portable air filters are on order for the Oliver wing 
classrooms.  I have confidence that as we open up one-step at a time that we will be heading into 
a safe and welcoming environment. 

Since our June AGM, much has happened as Christ First continues to function beyond Sunday 
worship.  Thanks to John Fargey’s tireless effort, some vacant council chair positions are now filled.  
Rob Blair is our new chair of the Property Committee.  Elisabeth Evans and Joanne Quennell share 
the chair of Welcoming and Fellowship and Louise Sinclair is now the chair of Stewardship.  In ad-
dition to her Youth Ministry duties, Victoria Keane has accepted the leadership of an Outreach pro-
ject called The Community Network Ministry, an extension of the Community Round Table project.  
This project is partially funded by a grant from the United Church Foundation.  Adam Choles was 
hired as Health and Safety Officer and Service Videographer and our five new hosts are Abby, Han-
nah, Jacob, Malak and Mohammad. 

I want to express my gratitude to Reverend Morar, the worship, music and audiovisual teams for 
providing us with well polished online worship services.  They do so much to keep us together 
while we are apart. 

In closing, I hope that you are as optimistic about our  future as I am.  Do your part by getting your 
shots, wearing a mask and practicing your physical distancing.  Stay safe. 

Yours in Christ, 

Rick Cranston 
Council Chair 
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"Come in, come in and sit down; you are a part of the family!" 
It’s been a long time since we’ve heard those words. We have loved that hymn and sung it fre-
quently as we gathered for worship each September.  

Coming back to church this fall, we may find it a bit less simple than ‘come in and sit down.’ 

The Emergency Planning Team, the Worship Team, and the Welcome and Fellowship Team have 
been working hard all summer to ensure they are doing their best to keep you all safe. I invite you 
to help us to continue to do our best by carefully reading this message from all of us.  

You have choices!!  

Anxious about Coming? 
Read about all of the precautions we are taking. 
You can wear a shield in addition to your mask. 

Read further to discover adjustments to times of online worship. God willing and the internet coop-
erating, there will continue to be online services. 

Perhaps you would feel more comfortable beginning with our outdoor worship. 

September 19  
10:00am OUTDOOR Worship 
Read “What to Expect” on page 4 to find out how to register and what attending worship in-person 
requires. 

11:00am (or soon after) 
Our online service on September 19 will be ‘almost live streamed.’ Our production team will be on-
site filming and our post production team will be editing the service as we worship. To avoid online 
glitches, worship will be in person at 10 am and online at or near 11:00 am. We have in addition pre-
pared backup recordings in case we lose the internet connection. As this is our first attempt, it may 
not be quite as professional as you are used to. Forgive us, and stay with us as we learn brand new 
technologies! 

Come or Stay 
Any Sunday, you can come or stay home and still worship with your Christ First family. 

October 3 World Wide Communion 
“There’s life to be shared in the bread and the wine; we are the branches, Christ is the vine.” 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated in person and at home.  

In person, you will receive a take away communion serving (our denomination is providing Com-
munion Fellowship Kits with individual servings which you will receive for consumption after the 
service). 
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If you partake at home, you can prepare ahead of time some bread/a cracker and some juice. If 
that is not possible or you would prefer, our Visitors will deliver ahead of time. Please contact the 
church office to request communion (include number of servings). 
 
Prayer 
Pray for your leaders as we continue to learn and respond to the changing environment. Pray that 
our vaccination rate will rise on wings like an eagle. If you are in need of prayer, contact the church 
office and our prayer group will pray for you. If you would like to feel more connected to your 
church family and to God, perhaps you would like to join those who pray remotely for our congre-
gation each week. Let the church office know. 

And finally, whether you come or stay, “share in the laughter and cry in the pain, for we are a part 
of the family.” God is with us in every place. 
 
Blessings, 
Morar 

iGo Green VBS at Christ First summer 2021. Please see page 5 for the full 

story. 

Craft were popular at VBS this summer. 
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WHAT TO EXPECT 

Returning to In-Person Worship 

If you wish to attend 9:02am Contemporary service or the 10:30am Traditional service, please pre-
register yourself or your group in advance. 

 Call the church office at 905-822-9834 or watch for the weekly update to register online. 

 If you wish to sit together as a family or cohort group, (maximum of 5) please list the members 
involved. 

 Answer the pre-screening questions for each member of your group. 

 Doors will be open 15 minutes before the service begins. 

 Please enter the church through the Sanctuary doors.  No entry is permitted from the other 
doors. 

 At this point, you must wear a mask and socially distance 2 meters/6 feet apart. 

 If you are a pre-booked cohort, please enter together.  

 The greeters will check you in on the registration list and do a brief COVID screen. 

 You will be guided to hand sanitize when entering the building. 

 The collection plate will be in the Narthex to drop in donations. 

 You will be guided into the Sanctuary and seated from the front to the back.  

 Please stay seated during the service.  

 For the washroom use the lectern door (pre sanitizing has occurred) 

 At the end of the service, you will be invited to exit rear rows first. Afterwards you may greet 
each other on the lawn retaining social distancing. 

Emergency Preparedness Team 

September 2021 
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As we are preparing to return to in-person ac-
tivities, our children, youth, and families ministry 
is also getting an overhaul! Our aim is to 
thoughtfully engage those in the first third of 
the life cycle: children, youth, and young adults. 
Here are some things we have been up to and 
some of our plans for the future! If you have 
any questions, or would like more information 
on any First Third-related programming, please 
reach out to Victoria at  
victoriakeane@christfirst.ca 

VBS 

Over the summer, a group of 12 kids gathered 
for a week of day camp, entitled “iGo Green 
VBS.” We spent the week exploring the creation 
story, and sharing our curiosity and respect for 
the world around us. We couldn’t have asked 
for better weather, as we spent much of our 
time outdoors. A lot of fun was had playing 
games, completing nature activities, creating 
beautiful crafts, and sharing stories. A huge 
THANK YOU to Rhiannon Hoffman, Nancy 
Jessup, and Sandra Gittings-Keane for their part 
in making sure everything ran smoothly and 
safely! 

Youth Room Makeover 

Over the summer, room 25 (the old nursery 
room) has been getting a makeover! Moving 
forward, this room will be used solely for our 
First Third Ministry programming. John Dymond 
and Ken Hori have been busy painting the room 
to match our church colours. With the addition 
of comfy and colourful seating, inclusive wall 
art, and new progressive books, our aim is to 
create a safe and fun space for all our children 
and youth to come together and share our jour-
ney in faith.  

 

Sunday School 

As we return to in-person worship, we are ex-
cited to welcome back our young people to 
Sunday School! On Sunday September 19, we 
will be gathering for an outdoor service. At this 
time, I invite all of our young people to bring 
their backpacks with them, as we will partici-
pate in a Blessing of the Backpacks. Beginning 
the following week, on Sunday September 26, 
Sunday School will be offered at our 9:02 and 
combined services. One thing to note is that we 
will begin taking up ‘noisy collection’ during 
Sunday School - we invite our young friends to 
bring a ‘silver offering’ with them to Sunday 
School (nickels, dimes, and quarters!) which will 
make a lot of noise when dropped on the plate! 
At the end of the year, our Sunday School 
group will decide together which local initiative 
we would like to support with our collection. 

Explorers 

I am excited to announce our new drop-in kids 
group: Explorers! Every Wednesday from 4-
5:30pm, I invite anyone ages 4-12 to drop by our 
new Youth Room. We will use this time to 
check in with each other mid-week. We will ex-
plore the teachings of Jesus and share in 
games and crafts (plus an after school snack!) 
This group is open to anyone - grandkids, 
friends, neighbours - and no registration is re-
quired. Our first meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, September 22 - I hope to see you 
there! 

Volunteer Hours? 
If you know a teen who is in high school and is 
working on completing their volunteer hours, 
there are many opportunities to get involved 
around the church! 

about:blank
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Christ First members have been very fortunate 
over the past year to be able to worship 
through our excellent online services.  On Sep-
tember 19, we are happy to welcome you back 
to in-person worship.  As of that date, you will 
be able to once again enjoy the fellowship of 
worshipping together with your Christ First 
friends.  

We will continue to offer the option of online 
worship.  Beginning September 26, we will be 
livestreaming all services so if you are not at-
tending in-person you can watch the service 
from home in real time, or watch it at a later 
date. 

We have been doing a lot of planning for the 
return to church to ensure our in-person ser-
vices are safe for everyone.  Our Emergency 
Planning Committee has developed COVID 
protocols which we will be following.  Look for 
information about the COVID protocols else-
where in this newsletter. 

COVID precautions mean that you will see 
some changes to our services if you are at-
tending in-person.  Here’s what to expect. 

What will be different in the in-person ser-
vices?    

Livestreaming – Smile, you’re on camera!  Be-
ginning September 26, the service will be rec-
orded live so you can watch it in real time if 
you are at home.   

Pre-registration – You will be required to let 
us know in advance if you are attending the 
service.  

Assigned seating – Ushers will direct you to 
your seat prior to the start of the service.  Fami-
lies will sit together, or you can sit with people 
in your “bubble” but socially distanced from 

others and wearing a mask. 

Masking is mandatory – You will be required 
to wear a mask at all times during the service. 

Some pre-recorded sections – All vocal music 
will be pre-recorded and played during the 
service.  Instrumental music such as the Prel-
ude, Offertory, Postlude will be live.  Scripture 
readings and sermons will be done live.  

No singing – Our services will still be filled with 
a lot of beautiful music, but COVID precautions 
mean there will be no live singing. Music by the 
9:02 band and the chancel choir will be pre-
recorded and played during the service.  The 
congregation will listen to instrumental or pre-
recorded versions of the hymns but will not be 
asked to sing.  

Offering plates not passed - Ushers will not 
pass the collection plates during the service.  
Instead, collection plates will be placed at the 
back of the sanctuary.  You can drop your offer-
ing in the plates on either entering or leaving 
the service.  

Hosts – Our new hosts will be available each 
Sunday to help guide you through the new 
procedures and processes.  They will be oper-
ating the soundboard and in-house audiovisual 
equipment.  They will sanitize the sanctuary 
between services.  

Volunteer teams – This year we will be putting 
our worship support volunteers into teams who 
will work together on a service every few 
months.   

Worship Schedule 

Here is an overview of services for the next 
couple of months. 

Sunday September 19  
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10:00 a.m.—Welcome Back combined service 
held outside on the Christ First property. This 
service will be followed by a chicken BBQ 
(takeout only) hosted by the Welcoming and 
Fellowship Committee.  We would encourage 
you to attend this service in-person; however, 
the service will be recorded and can be viewed 
online starting at 11:00 a.m. that day.  

Sunday September 26  

10:00 a.m. -- combined service indoors in the 
Christ First sanctuary. Pre-registration will be 
required prior to in-person attendance.  This 
service will be livestreamed and will be availa-
ble to watch online starting at 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday October 3  Attend in-person (re-
registration required) or view online. 

9:02 service in the Christ First sanctuary – cele-
bration of Communion 

10:30 service in the Christ First sanctuary – cele-
bration of Communion and a baptism. 

 Sundays October 10,17,24 31  

9:02 and 10:30 in-person worship (pre-
registration required) or view online. 

Come celebrate the new church season and 
our back to live services with our annual chick-
en BBQ. 

Due to COVID-19, this year’s chicken BBQ will 
take the form of a take-out lunch without the 
usual addition of salad. The cost will be- 

$10.00 for one box containing ½ chicken  
$ 25.00 for a family (3 or more ½ chickens 

depending on the size of the family ) 

Although we shall not be able to eat as a large 
group, we hope that those attending will take 
the opportunity to share their lunch with their 
families or buy an additional box to take to a 
friend. If you know of church members unable 
to attend the service, please offer to deliver 
their boxes on your way home. Make it a spe-
cial event by adding your own favourite fixings. 

Please let the church office know by Septem-
ber 17, at 3:00pm (905-822-9834) how many 
boxes you wish to purchase. Payment will be in 
cash or cheque made payable to Christ First on 
the day of the BBQ. To simplify collection of 
money please place the correct amount in an 
envelope, marked with your name and the 
number of lunch boxes.  

Emergency Preparedness Committee note re: 
Vaccination 

We would like to welcome all back to the church 
in person, after much discussion however, for now 
if you are not double vaccinated, please watch 
the service on-line at home. The service will con-
tinue to be available and will shortly be live 
streamed, so you will be watching the actual ser-
vice in real time. This is for yours and others’safe-
ty as we get through this fourth wave of the Pan-
demic. Should you have any questions do not hes-
itate to contact the office and they will link you 
to one of the EPC team. 

Thank you 
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