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Following the good news for Hussein and Alia, the sponsored Syrian family in the
last edition of Happenings, there was a call for an update on the Syrian families
that were sponsored by the former First United Church. The sponsorship group
was made up of representatives from First United, Applewood United, St. Stephen’s-on-the-Hill as well as a couple of valued members of the general public.
I’m pleased to pass along that the Alsaadi family, who were the first to arrive in
February 2016, have settled in very nicely. After originally living in an apartment in
Mississauga – all six living in a two bedroom apartment – they have now moved
into a townhouse in Milton. Wife/mother Faiza Abdullah, originally an obstetrician
in Syria, completed one year of training at Ryerson University in Toronto to gain a
Canadian Midwifery qualification. She is now busy working doing obstetrical care
and delivering babies both in homes and at Milton Hospital.
The husband/father, Mohammed, took the lead caring for the children during Faiza’s studies, but is now making use of his Masters of Agriculture Degree and completing courses, in hopes of establishing a landscaping business in Milton.

Our friends the Clarkson Co-op
Nursery School have installed a
new addition to the Clarkson campus - a Little Free Library! This is a
book-sharing initiative designed
to promote literacy and encourage a love of reading. The next
time you’re passing by, you are
encouraged to take a book - or
leave a book!

Their eldest, a son named Bahaa, age 13, is enrolled in a special science program
at a Mississauga school – commuting from Milton. His younger sister, Zena, 11,
hopes to attend the same program. The younger girls, Sham, age 9 and Deema,
age 8, are enrolled in regular school programs in Milton.
The second family we welcomed to Canada was the Alajroudi family in May 2017.
This family has relatives who are Canadian citizens and have lived in North Mississauga for the past 9 years. Father/husband, Adnan Alajroudi is a computer technician presently working to upgrade his skills in Canada. With the lockdown and
lack of quiet study environment in a small apartment, this is proving to be challenging. The wife/mother, Rana, is taking the lead with home schooling of the
children, Majd, age 12, Lana, age 8, and a young son, Karam age 4. Lana, the middle child, is autistic and was progressing well in school. She is coping with homeschooling, but really needs social interaction with other kids.
The Alajroudi family arrived with their parents, Taysir and Lamya al Tayeb. The
husband Taysir is still working at age 77 and showing no signs of stopping.

Of course, the COVID pandemic brought hardship on all these families, but they
are ever thankful for the opportunity they have been given to become Canadian
citizens. The committee of churches has now wrapped up our sponsorship of
these families with the final distribution of remaining funds. However, many in the
group keep in contact with these fine new Canadians. It was a busy time for all
when they first arrived but it was truly a most rewarding experience to help such a
deserving group of people get a start in their new country.
Andy Choles with notes from Reg Perkins of Applewood United Church.
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The Worship Committee is grateful for the numerous compliments it has received over the year on the quality and variety of the online worship service. We had quite a few comments on the warmth expressed in the Mother’s Day service, in particular. Once again, I bow to the music team, the worship staff, and the production team for their boundless
creativity and, in the case of Mother’s Day, their talent in clandestine operations worthy of James Bond, all to keep the
surprise for the various mothers on staff. I assure you that you have a very talented and hard working group of people
involved to get the online service out to you each Sunday. Even after we return to in-person church, there may be an
online component offered although that will involve much planning and co-ordination in the future.
Summer services, once again, will be joint services with St. Stephen’s-on-the-Hill. St. Stephen’s will lead July Worship
via Zoom, so you will need to “tune in” at the prescribed time. August will be hosted by Christ First using our usual format.
“I could have sworn there was a pew here last Sunday”
Just after the amalgamation of Christ First, there was some experimentation with the removing of pews from the Clarkson campus and replacing them with chairs borrowed from the Port Credit campus. The project started slowly with
only a few pews being removed. There has been further discussion about continuing to remove pews from the sanctuary.
Some have asked that the online service be filmed from different parts of the sanctuary and we have tried to accommodate those requests – between COVID shutdowns. The Easter service made use of one of stained glass windows at
the Clarkson Campus. To create space for cameras and equipment for this service, pews were moved/removed from
in front of this beautiful window. It has been proposed to remove more pews, starting with those in front of the various
stained glass windows to permit using the window as a backdrop to a recorded service. These pews would be replaced with chairs either brought from the Port Credit campus or purchased new.
The use of chairs at the former First United church in the beginning was a bit of an adjustment. However, it became
apparent that the use of chairs permitted a variety of seating arrangements not possible with pews. At one service, we
had a “café style” arrangement; tables were set up in the sanctuary with eight chairs around each to facilitate discussion. It goes without saying that social distancing would be much easier with chairs. (I’m looking forward to removing
the term “social distancing” from my vocabulary at the earliest opportunity).
Be it online or in person, the Worship Committee looks forward to continuing bringing the Good News of Christ to you
every Sunday.
Andy Choles – Worship Committee Chair.

On Mother’s Day Sunday, an amazing group of women gathered on Zoom for a Mother’s Day Tea party! Equipped with
tea, muffins, and fancy hats, these women enjoyed some heartfelt discussion on all the emotions that accompany
Mother’s Day, played some games, learned some Mother’s Day Trivia, and shared some beautiful stories. It was a lovely way to spend the afternoon!

On the last Friday of every month, we have been gathering for a Virtual
Trivia Night. What is a group of peacocks called? What was the last
year in which a manned-spacecraft went to the moon? For more neat
facts like this, and some fun socializing, please join us for our next Trivia
Night, Friday May 28th. All are welcome to join in! Zoom link will be sent
to your email inbox on Friday afternoon.
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My daughter is a frontline worker who was not vaccinated until March because group homes were not seen as
priorities. One day this winter, Alex asked me, “Mom, if
you become eligible, are you going to get the vaccine?” I
thought for a moment and said, “Definitely!”
In thinking about that later, I realized that Alex was worried about getting the vaccine. And, if I am totally honest,
in that moment of thought, there was doubt. ‘What if ...?’
I’m sure we have all had that ‘What if?’ moment. Mine was
followed by, ‘If not ...’ For all the what-ifs, the if-nots become, for me, the reason I said, “Definitely!” They are the
reason I was the first to get my shot of my colleagues as I
am an on call hospital chaplain.
I want to be able to be with others. I want to be able to
lead worship in person; I want others to be able to come
together in our buildings; I want to be able to gather outdoors with my family and friends and my church family.
Back at the beginning, when our Emergency Planning
Committee was creating the values that have guided the
protocols for our church, I had a conversation with
Charles and Sherri, faithful attenders, who have been corralling two very active boys for over a year. I asked what
they thought about in person worship, recognizing that
no church had figured out how to have children in worship, and they said something like this: ‘Even though we
miss worship, and even if we had someone to look after
our boys on Sunday morning, we couldn’t attend church.
Since our boys are going to school, and we are exposed
to them, we wouldn’t want to expose other members of
our church family.’ That is Christian love.
And then Victoria got COVID. The one person I know and
love who kept to the strictest protocols and took the fewest risks. And what-ifs and if-nots became irrelevant as
some of us prayed for her daily. Here is her story. And
pray for her continued recovery.
Morar

Two months ago, living in a “hot zone” got me COVID.
Today, it got me the vaccine!
Thankfully, many people who contract COVID-19 walk
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away relatively unscathed. I was not so lucky. 33 years
old, with no pre-existing conditions, and Covid was the
scariest thing I have ever faced in my whole life. There
were many days where I was truly struggling to breathe.
I didn’t have the strength to get out of bed. I took this
pandemic very seriously, and followed every precaution
(and then some!) but somehow, this disease still found
its way into my home. I am so grateful that it wasn’t
worse than it was, because I know that many people do
not make it to the other side. But for days, as I was gasping for air, there were certainly moments where I wondered if I would make it through. Two months later, I am
still suffering from insomnia, anxiety, body twitches, brain
fog (which is real, and very concerning) and I lose my
breath doing simple tasks or even just having a lengthy
conversation.
Yes, there is a good chance that if you catch Covid, your
symptoms will be mild, and it won’t really have much
effect on you. But if you are considering not getting the
vaccine, I urge you to reconsider. While you may be fine,
you may be asymptomatic and pass it on to someone
else who ends up not being so “fine.” I would never want
to be the reason that anyone has to go through what I
went through (or worse) so I am proud to say that I have
received my first dose of the vaccine. We need to work
together to get us all to the other side of this pandemic.
We distance today, we mask today, we vaccinate today,
so that when we can gather together again, there is nobody missing.
With so much love,
Victoria Keane

The Happenings
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Throughout the centuries, in a world without vaccines,
smallpox was the scourge of people, as three out of ten
people who were infected died. Rashes were found on
Egyptian mummies, meaning that smallpox had existed
for at least three thousand years. Eventually, a vaccine
was developed that changed this picture and vaccinations occurred across all countries until, in 1980, the
World Health Organization was finally able to announce
that smallpox had been eradicated.
Polio outbreaks first occurred in Europe in the early
1800s. The first known outbreak of polio in Canada occurred in 1910; in a world without vaccines, polio went on
to cripple tens of thousands of Canadians until the Salk
vaccine was introduced in 1955. The work to eradicate
polio continues, as it remains in two locations on earth.
We walk around free of the worry of these and other diseases because of vaccines. We have been in awe of the
speed at which the vaccines for COVID-19 have been developed and recognize the progress that has been made.
Vaccines reduce risks of getting a disease by working
with your body’s natural defenses to build protection. Today scientists can map the genome of the virus and pinpoint where to target. In the case of COVID-19, a tiny portion of the familiar spikes is targeted to form antibodies,
the virus then is recognized and rejected by the body so
that it cannot attach to the cell. We need to celebrate
that we have vaccines, that we can protect ourselves, our
families, our children and our grandchildren by getting
vaccinated. We owe it to our friends and family to support them in getting vaccinated too. It is probably the
most important thing we will do collectively this decade.

We celebrate now that Victoria has finally had her first
dose of the vaccine, but how lucky most of us are to be
vaccinated before having to suffer as she did.

SO the Emergency Preparedness Committee (EPC) of
Christ First urges all members, friends and families to
GET VACCINATED. We want you to be safe so we can
return to a more normal world, one where we at Christ
First, by getting immunized, can once again come together as a church family to worship, sing, and be community.
Heather McGillis and the EPC
For more reasons to consider getting vaccinated click
economists’ opinion and the toll on essential workers (at
the 3 minute mark especially).

Are you coping with the current situation by enjoying a
beverage or two to unwind or with dinner. Now, you
need not be embarrassed by all the empties you are
returning to the Beer Store. Just drop them off at the
church at the anonymous, contactless drive-through
drop off and help refurbish our youth room!

The Happenings
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The following is taken from “Heart and Soul”, the text by Heather McClure on the back of the Christ Church bulletin
from Sunday, September 5, 2010, :
The quilt is a labour of love; it is a ministry of the heart and an art of the soul. That is the way it is with so much of the work
that happens in the church, whether it is paid or volunteer.
Some people think that the minister is the only person working in a congregation, but there are numerous unsung ministers
who “work” every day in this United Church of Canada. Be it the church administrator, the custodian, the church treasurer,
members of the UCW or AOTS, or that one person you can always depend on to keep the sanctuary dusted, take minutes
at a meeting, send out a greeting card or fix a leaky faucet, there are many individuals and groups who toil on a regular
basis, helping to ensure that the love of God is, indeed, at hand.
We celebrate all the unsung heroes of our congregation. We give thanks to God for the gifts they offer as a part of their
labour of love, their ministry of the heart, and the art of their souls. Thanks be.
At Christ First, there are many opportunities to offer “labours of love”:
•

The sound system has become an integral part of both worship services. Once we are back worshipping in the
sanctuary we will need sound system and video operators! You need not be a “techie” - training is provided.

•

Love, faith and inspiration are not just found in the sanctuary on a Sunday morning. They are also alive in church
school classrooms! You do not need to be a teacher to help enrich the church school activities at Christ First, nor
do you have to give up attending worship for the whole year. Lesson plans and materials are provided. Once we
are worshipping in person again, church school takes place during the 9:02 service.

•

Have you been told you have a ‘way with words’? Love to find typos in your morning newspaper? Know the
difference between their, there and they’re? Then you have what it takes to become Editor of The Happenings. A
familiarity with desktop publishing is a definite asset.

•

The choirs always welcome new members. The Chancel Choir rehearses Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. currently on
ZOOM but hopefully soon in the sanctuary and normally, on Tuesdays, Bell Canto (the handbell choir) meets at
7:15.

•

Sip’n’Serve welcomes all to join their band of “handypersons” on Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m. once we can meet
again in person.

•

Are you known for your hospitality? The Welcoming and Fellowship committee welcomes new members who
love to throw a good party! Also, please consider volunteering one or two Sundays during the Fall, Winter or
Spring, to make and serve coffee before the 9:02 service or after the 10:30 service

•

Not sure where your ‘calling’ is? Contact the church office for information about any of the above opportunities
and even some that are not listed! The church email address is office@christfirst.ca

Virtual Prayer Group
The Congregation's Congregational Support
Committee is creating a virtual prayer group
for special requests and for all our congregation and their families. If you would like to be
one of those who prays, or you have or know
of a prayer concern, please communicate it to
the church office. Prayer concerns are kept
confidential.

Lucas Alexander Hillcoat

March 30

Marilyn Armstrong
Mary Berrill
Eugene Milne
Mary Longpre

March 17
April 1
April 6
April 30
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It is with great joy we celebrate the extensive personal
contributions of two long standing members of the Communications Committee. It’s also with sorrow, as they are
both leaving the team. They will be missed.
Peggy Forde has been an involved member and editor of
The Happenings, as well as contributor, for almost 20
years. She brought her dedication, attention to detail, and
energy to all she did. Her re-designs of The Happenings
and artistic flair brought vibrancy and joy to the articles
and enhanced the reading experience. We will also remember her pursuit for material from all of us to fill the
pages with interesting material.
Nancy Hori was a keen, connected leader of the team for
many years. She led us through some difficult tasks. She
was instrumental in the selection of the last logo for
Christ Church and the new one for Christ First, led the
branding and re-branding effort for each, and championed the installation of the electronic sign at the Clarkson campus, along with many other things.
These two special people were an integral part of this
team. We are a group that can meet around a table, bring
differing perspectives to the discussion point, and bang
our heads together productively. All done with the overall focus of bettering our church community. Every voice
is heard and valued!

I and the current team will miss them dearly!
PS: how would you like to join our team? We need an
editor to take on publication of the newsletter and be a
member, as well as another member to bring their skills
and thoughts in modern communications methods to the
team.

Al Hubbard, Communications Committee Chair

It is with mixed feelings that I am editing my last Happenings. When I took over the editorship from Janis
Cowie in the fall of 2010, I did not anticipate staying in
this position for 11 years! But it truly has been a labour of
love; love for the creative process and love for the
church and congregation which I have served. But now,
0ther creative pursuits are calling me – quilting, sewing,
gardening and cooking to name a few. We also want to

The Happenings
do more travelling when it is safe to do so. I must confess to a selfish purpose to my taking on this job – as
Publicity Coordinator for both Spring Thing and the
Treats ‘n’ Treasures Christmas Marketplace, I wanted to
have control over what went into The Happenings to advertise these events! I trust that whoever takes over will
allow some space to continue promoting them.
I wish to thank all those faithful contributors and writers –
you know who you are! If I start to list names, I will certainly forget someone! I also wish to thank those who
have worked in the office over those 11 years, printing,
emailing and mailing each issue in a timely manner, as
well as the Church Visitors who have, occasionally, hand
delivered the newsletter. Having such a “well-oiled”
team has made the load much lighter!
Have a safe and wonderful summer.
Peggy Forde

Live in such a way that if someone were to
speak badly of you, no one would believe it.
Zig Ziglar
My humanity is bound up in yours,
for we can only be human together.
Desmond Tutu
When I was young, I used to admire intelligent
people; as I grow older, I admire kind people.
Abraham Joshua Heschel
Don't wait for things to get
easier, simpler, better.
Life will always be complicated.
Learn to be happy right now.
Otherwise, you’ll run out of time.
Unknown
Being deeply loved by someone gives you
strength, while loving someone deeply gives you
courage.
LaoTzu
We make a living by what we get, but we make a
life by what we give.
Winston Churchill
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In these Covid times, much has changed. Television and
newspapers continue to be filled with reports of overflowing ICU departments in hospitals and growing numbers of sickness. The good news is that vaccinations are
being administered 24/7, and from Britain and the US we
hear encouraging stories about life slowly returning to
normal. There is hope.
Unfortunately, all this focus on the health pandemic, has
almost displaced from the front pages of our newspapers the other emergency we are facing, climate change.
But spring is here and we see some encouraging signs.
New vegetable gardens are popping up here and there
in our neighbours’ yards. Litter is being removed from
outdoor spaces and there are some timid efforts by the
food industry to cut down on disposable plastics. On the
other hand there is also a large increase in take-out food
at this time, not to mention the huge increase in packing
materials due to home deliveries. It is also discouraging
to see the number of discarded masks on sidewalks,
boulevards and in the bushes.
I think it is time we redoubled our efforts at re-educating
ourselves about reducing, recycling, and repurposing.
We need to start a new campaign. I recently got an education about using less water from a very sweet little boy
aged about 8. I was watching a report by an overseas
charity on how their money was spent. Proud as punch,
this little boy stood by an outdoor tap to demonstrate
how he learnt to wash his hands during the pandemic.
He turned on the water just enough to wet his hands and
a bar of soap and then turned the water off while he
soaped and then carefully and thoroughly rubbed and
lathered his fingers and thumbs for the recommended
length of time. Then he turned the water on again and
did the rinsing. I was amazed and realized just how much
water we could all save by doing it his way. Most of us
have probably turned the tap off while cleaning our teeth
for years, but as far as hand washing is concerned I had
never thought of it. Lesson learned.
Recently on a Zoom call with some friends I asked them
what they did in order to live more sustainably and we
had a lively exchange of ideas. From reusable shopping
bags and net bags for loose fruits and vegetables to
lights and TV off when not in the room or watching, never
wasting food and cooking in large batches to freeze
meals for later to some more unusual suggestions such
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as using a favourite but partially worn out sweater to turn
it into a cushion and the sleeves into gift bags for bottles.
One friend crushes all her eggshells to use in the garden
around her plants as a fertilizer and an effective slug deterrent.

We want to hear from all our readers about how we can
further decrease our carbon foot print. We need ideas on
how and where you have found solutions. Please share
your ideas and knowledge. We will print a collection of
your submissions in the next Happenings. The best and
most uncommon idea as judged by Peggy Forde and myself will receive a copy of E. Ann McCrae’s book “Love,
Life, Loss and Other Four-Letter Words.
P.S. Listen to the David Suzuki Podcast at
davidsuzuki.org/podcast
Elisabeth Evans evans@pathcom.com

We all need a little comfort food once in a while, so we
are giving you a treat! This was sent to me by Bob Johnstone and I think it is worth sharing.

1 cup margarine, or softened butter
½ cup white sugar
½ cup brown sugar
1 egg
1 tsp vanilla
1 cup flour
½ tsp soda
½ tsp salt
1 cup flaked coconut
2 cups oatmeal (quick not instant)
1 cup of dates (chopped) or raisins
½ cup maraschino cherries (chopped)
Mix in order and drop by teaspoon on baking sheet.
Bake at 350 degrees Fahrenheit for 10-12 minutes.
Tastes more buttery, days later.

The Happenings
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We haven’t stepped foot in the church in well over a year.
Shopping is a lost ‘art’.
We are masked wherever we go.
A hug is a rarity.
And yet through the many long months of this strange new way of living during this pandemic that is COVID
-19 there have been some very bright lights for the congregants of Christ First, for which we must all feel
very grateful..
Church services online truly have been ‘heaven sent’, getting better and better each week. To the technicians, the church ministerial and office staff, the choir and musicians … we express our gratitude.
Church Visitors have tried their best to reach out to those on their individual Visitor’s List, to ask, “How are
you doing?” and to pass on information or concerns. The Visitors have often expressed that they themselves
get much out of these conversations, that they have met members they would not have otherwise, and that
they have felt grateful to be able to help in even a small way with a card, an email, a call or a delivery. In one
case, a Church Visitor was instrumental in getting an ambulance to a member when their concern found
them checking in on this member at their home. We express our gratitude to our Church Visitors.
Church council members have continued to meet, to plan, to carry on the work of the church while meeting
by email or ZOOM. For their continued work, we are grateful.
And there is real hope that before too long we will be back in the church sanctuary, as more and more of us
are being vaccinated and the reality of putting Covid behind us seems more and more a real possibility.
For this we are truly grateful.
Marg Shaver
The cover photo of forget-me-nots was taken by Bob Johnstone who sent it in an email with this message: “This morning, while I was pulling stocks of rhubarb, my eyes settled on this beautiful blue haze that was thriving among the rhubarb
plants. It was so striking that I put down the paring knife, went inside, and returned with my camera. I’m sharing this with
you because they help me not to forget my friends.” Thanks, Bob!
Peggy Forde, Editor

im
Ian Macdonald CPA, CA CFP
Personal Income Tax and Financial Planning

Email:
Phone:

ianmaccpa@gmail.com
(416) 566-7215
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This year, our Christ First kids took part in an outdoor
scavenger hunt. They travelled with Jesus to Jerusalem
as they answered questions about Jesus’ experiences
during Holy Week. What did Jesus ride on as he entered
Jerusalem? What was Judas bribed with to betray Jesus?
As the kids uncovered the answers, they travelled to
different pictures posted around the church grounds, to
collect their Easter eggs, and discover their next clue. We
were blessed with a beautiful, sunny day, and one parent
proclaimed, “my kids are actually learning something!”
While still maintaining safety protocols and social distance, it was so nice to see the kids having fun at church
again - something which we are all hoping for more of as
we begin opening up and navigating the end of this pandemic!

It has been such a joy over this past year to have our kids
and youth join us in our online services from time to time.
As we continue to expand our online ministry, we extend
an invitation to any kids, teens, or young adults who may
like to be more involved. If you know someone who
might like to join in our online worship, please reach out
to victoriakeane@christfirst.ca
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Over the summer, and in preparation for our anticipated
return to Sunday School, our Youth Room will be getting
a makeover! To help make this happen, we will be raising funds through a bottle drive held at the Clarkson
Campus on Saturday, May 29th. Between 1-2pm, we invite you to bring your empty cans and bottles and drop
them off at our contactless station at the front of the
church. Please see poster on Page 4 for more information

After having to cancel last summer, we’re going to give
VBS another try this year! This year’s VBS is called “iGO
GREEN” and is all about how we can respect all of God’s
creations! Kids will learn that taking care of the earth is a
way to love God, and to love others. Camp will run from
August 3rd-6th, 9am-12pm, and the cost is FREE! If you
know any kids who might like to join us for a week of
outdoor adventures, exploring God’s wondrous world,
please reach out to victoriakeane@christfirst.ca for more
info or to register.

A Sunday School teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five and six-year-olds. After explaining the commandment to “honour” thy father and
thy mother, she asked “Is there a commandment that
teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?”
From the back of the room, one little boy, the eldest
child in his family, answered, “Thou shalt not kill”.

Page 10

Nearly 100 people – volunteers, staff, board members and clients logged onto the annual AGM held
via Zoom on April 29. The one and a half hour meeting dealt with a variety of topics, pertinent to the
Compass’s finances, operations and the new location as well as Indwell’s affordable housing project.
Following an opening prayer, Mike Giguere, Chair of
the Compass Board, thanked the regular staff for
their effort and commitment over the past year, also
the interns, who have together made it possible to
not only keep the Compass going during this past
challenging year, but to increase the response to the
most vulnerable. The need has increased, but so has
the generosity from local churches, businesses, and
the community. Volunteer and financial support is
described by Mike as amazing. The prudence, efficiency and transparency has earned the Compass a
top ranking with the Charity Intelligence Organization. The Financial report is available on the Compass Website.
They are trying to mitigate the loss of in-person connection using technology, and a virtual programming format. They expect no on-site social interaction until the end of 2021. Some of the strategies developed to manage during the pandemic are going
to potentially continue after the end of it, because
customers are finding such things as curbside
pickup helpful.
Chris Collette, the treasurer, presented the audited
2020 Financial Statements. Revenues grew from
$595,000 in 2019 to $1.5 million in 2020. Churches
increased their donations by 33%, over 3,000 gifts
from individuals were received, many donations
from local businesses came in and the Compass received $146,000 in Government grants. This enabled
the Compass to increase staffing, the number of gift
cards and all activities. Fund raising was also up 44
%, to $112,000. The Virtual Walk for the Compass
was the highest and raised $76,000. Expenditures
increased to $665,000, and more than doubled the
amount spent for food and supplies for the clients.
The contingency fund was significantly increased to
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be able to maintain the client support for over six
months. The Compass team works hard to keep
their overhead costs to a minimum and during
2020, knowing that a move to new premises was to
come in early 2022, renovations and repurposing
the facility was also kept to a minimum. A facilities
Reserve Fund is also being created to the tune of
$350,000 to cover the cost of furnishing and relocation costs.
Then followed a dynamic and interesting slide
presentation showing the long search for and the
finding of the new premises. A large bright space on
the ground floor of the new Indwell Supportive
Housing building, currently being built on
Lakeshore Road, is to be used for the future Compass location. The space will include such things as
a fully equipped kitchen to provide nutritious meals,
a large walk-in fridge, the shopping experience, two
rooms for events and meetings, and several offices
to manage the work of the Compass intake volunteers, counselling and meetings with clients, and
good parking.
Construction continues with a planned move of the
Compass to occur in February 2022.
John McGillis
For the full video of the Compass AGM please click
here http://thecompass.ca/agm
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