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Please watch your inbox for links to
these services and events
Please see Worship Report on page
2 for a full description of each of the
following:
Daily Reflections Email
starting Monday March 29 at 8am
from the Prayer Bench
Passion Play
Tuesday March 30 at 8am
Maundy Thursday Service
early release Thursday April 1 at 11am
Good Friday Traditional Service
April 2 at 9:30am
Good Friday Contemporary Service
April 2 at 7:02pm

We are delighted to announce that our sponsored Syrian refugee
family parents, Hussein and Alia, have recently passed their Canadian
Citizenship test. They are now awaiting their actual ceremony and
oath taking which will be the final step in realizing their dream of becoming citizens.
To many in our church family, Hussein, Alia and their children have
become excellent neighbours and friends, embedding themselves in
our hearts as well as in Canadian society. In the difficult journey since
their arrival in 2016, they have mastered English, learned about Canadian culture and norms, and become very productive, self-supporting
members of our society, thanks to their positive attitude and determination to succeed.
They wish to pass on their heartfelt thanks to the countless individuals
who have helped and encouraged them along the way. In the early
days following their arrival in Canada, there were many who provided
practical and moral support as they settled into their new home and
community and learned to navigate school and health care systems.
Others provided tutoring support, social invitations, or opportunities to
explore Canadian culture and recreation as they started to get their
bearings. Helping them adjust and thrive has been a real pleasure,
and many friendships have developed from this experience.
For those who are unaware, this sponsorship was a partnership between Christ Church, Clarkson Road Presbyterian Church and Sheridan United churches. The donated funds remaining from this initiative
are being used in the continuing effort to bring Hussein’s brother to
Canada. This process is currently in the hands of Canadian officials
overseas, and we hope to have positive news this year.

Easter Sunday Contemporary
Worship
April 4 at 9:02 am

We also look forward to a time when we can, as a congregation, celebrate Hussein and Alia’s achievement with them and their family.

Easter Sunday Traditional Service
April 4 at 10:30am

Al Hubbard
Treasurer, Clarkson Churches’ Refugee Response (CCRR)
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The Happenings

How odd it seems that an entire year has passed since the WHO declared COVID-19 a worldwide pandemic. It has
been an entire year since we traded our church pew for a computer screen or a tablet for Sunday morning worship.
Some of you really like going to church in your PJs or sitting on their couch with a cup of coffee. We’ve done our best
to keep the worship coming to you in your homes; but don’t all of us miss gathering together in person as a church
community? With the long-awaited development and rollout of vaccines there seems to be light at the end of the tunnel, but we must still be cautious.
While some churches have chosen to worship via Zoom, we have chosen a format that weaves together a number of
pre-recorded segments. While some say that Zoom has an immediacy about it, I believe the format of our services
offers a more intimate personal experience. Of course, we are only able offer this because of the remarkable skill sets
of our production team: Christine Barlow, Evan Hoffman, and Victoria Keane. We also have also relied on members of
the congregation to record a “bit of the service” in their homes and submit these to be added to the service. Greg
McCausland, Victoria, and Morar were quick to jump on board and record themselves from the beginning, but there’s a
growing number of church members who have taken on the challenge to record themselves reading scripture or singing their part in choir. We’ve had young people participating in an Advent or Lenten skit and we’ve even had people
waving at the camera as part of a membership montage. I’ve had to coax a few to join in the adventure, but all have
found it worthwhile. I for one am glad to see so many different faces in our worship services each week. I miss seeing
your faces in person (without the mask) so faces on a screen in a worship service is a reasonably good substitute – for
now at any rate. Zoom coffee times after the service are also a wonderful time to catch up with others in the church.
Just click on the Zoom Coffee Hour link included in your Sunday morning email. Zoom Coffee Hour starts at 11:30 right
after the traditional service.

We get many positive comments about the worship services, and I do share the kudos with our team who are very
happy to hear the accolades. There is one favour I would ask of you. The service is prepared to be released so that it is
all ready for you to worship early Sunday morning. However, we have had a number of “keeners” who are accessing
the service earlier than Sunday morning. This can be a problem when, on a couple of occasions, it has been necessary
to recall the service after it was posted. The mistake was quickly corrected, but those early viewers probably watched
a service in its less than polished form. Those members probably saw a different service from the one was reposted in
time for Sunday morning. So, just like taking cookies out of the oven before they are fully baked or a famous former
American President who announced his victory the night before the final count, please wait for Sunday morning. Watch
the hockey game or your favourite movie on Saturday night and save the church service for the morning.

Holy Week continues to be very important to our church as we continue to deal with the isolation brought on by the
pandemic. Our services and events will offer opportunities for contemplation and celebration. Throughout the week,
beginning on Tuesday, March 30, the Passion Play written and directed by Ted Lutz will be broadcast on our YouTube
channel. The play is a dramatic portrayal of the last days of Jesus leading to his crucifixion and was first performed at
Christ Church in April, 2011. On Maundy Thursday, Christians remember the Last Supper. We are releasing the service
early in the day so you may commemorate the Last Supper at any time that is most convenient for you - or you may
wish to save the service for before and after your evening meal and worship virtually together at 6pm. On Good Friday,
Christ First will join with St. Stephen’s on the Hill and Westminster United for a joint service. The Good Friday contemporary worship at 7.02 pm will include a sermon from our UCC Moderator Richard Bott. All of this leads up to the Easter Services on Sunday.
Andy Choles – Chair of Worship
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Will you follow in the way of Jesus Christ, resisting oppression and evil, seeking justice, and witnessing to God’s
love for all creation?
I will, with God’s help.
This is a question asked at every baptism, confirmation, and profession of faith.
Today I heard that pandemic insomnia is a ‘thing!’ We all deal with
moments in our lives that are filled with
Uncertainty
Emptiness
Temptation
Loss
and so many other challenges.
And yet, uncertainty can help us let go of our fear of the unknown;
Emptiness can leave room for new possibilities;
Thunderstruck moments can offer insight;
Turning away from temptation can help us discern the path of justice;
Experiencing loss invites us to heighten our appreciation for what we do have.
And reaching out to others on the journey of justice for others enriches our experience of life and love.
There are gifts to be found if we embrace them...

Through it all, God is with us.
As Christ rose, as we experience again the rising of Christ, we too are reborn, renewed, risen in power and
freedom to find sanctuary in doing God’s work of justice in the world.
Blessings,

Morar
Virtual Prayer Group
The Congregation's Mutual Support Committee is creating a virtual prayer group for special requests and for all our congregation and
their families. If you would like to be one of
those who prays, or you have or know of a
prayer concern, please communicate it to the
church office. Prayer concerns are kept confidential.
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BIBLE PUZZLE
This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a
gentleman in an airplane seat pocket on a flight
from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it
on to some friends...One friend from Illinois worked
on this while fishing from his john boat. Another
friend studied it while playing his banjo, Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she
mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so
involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves.
There will be some names that are really easy to
spot. That's a fact. Some people, however, will soon
find themselves in a jam, especially since the book
names are not necessarily capitalized. Truthfully,
from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some of
them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we
have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a
recent fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new
record. The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed
over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle was
one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As
Daniel Humana humbly puts it, "The books are all
right here in plain view hidden from sight." Those
able to find all of them will hear great lamentations
from those who have to be shown. One revelation
that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep in
mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle are
normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete
really well against those who claim to know the answers. Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus. There really are 33 or 34 books of the Bible
lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be
found. God Bless.
Submitted by Heather McGillis
Answers on page 8
Happiness grows out of personal relationships
based on attitudes of goodwill, tolerance, understanding and love.

We have just completed this puzzle. It took us about four
weeks! Remember the Norman Rockwell covers on The
Saturday Evening Post? This is so typical of his art work.
The top half reflects the family mood for “going”, and the
bottom half reflects the family mood when “coming
home”.
Time spent with a jig-saw puzzle is an easy way to generate some mental creative stimulation, when you are weary of reading or TV. Bob and I have covered a table top
with white paper for easier colour and shape detection of
the pieces. For background, we listen to music or a podcast. It’s a good way to spend an hour or so after lunch,
before it’s time to put up your feet. But start with the
straight-edged pieces and complete the frame at the
outset.
Evidently, puzzles have increased in popularity during the
past year. This one came to us through Sara, with the caveat that there was one piece missing. Well, as it turned
out, in the 1,000 pieces, there were three of them missing—but that did not reduce the pleasure. As a matter of
fact, as we struggled to search for the “right” piece to fill a
space, more than once was uttered the comment, “This
must be the missing piece!”

Bob Johnstone
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In 1950, artist Salvador Dali had a cosmic dream in which he saw an image in the colours in which he painted. It took
him four months to complete the task. He was inspired by a sketch done by Father Bruno, a 19th Century Spanish Carmelite, where the perspective is from above, with God looking down on the Son who was sacrificed.
The composition is based upon a triangle and a circle. The inverted triangle is formed
by the fingertips of the outstretched arms and the toes of the Christ figure. The circle
is formed by the oval shape of Christ’s head. The triangle is a reference to the Trinity
(Father, Son, Holy Spirit) and the circle is a reference to unity (Three in One).
In order for Dali to create the figure of Christ, the artist hired a Hollywood stuntman
(Russell Saunders) to be suspended from an overhead gantry, so that Dali could see
how the body would appear from that angle. He wanted to see the impact of the
pull of gravity on the human body.
Dali’s depiction of the crucifixion is devoid of nails, blood, and a crown of thorns, all of
which were omitted intentionally because he didn’t want to distract from the essential centrality of “the Christ of the world.” To that end, an imaginary exterior spotlight
shines on the figure, highlighting a strong, healthy muscular male body in its prime.
The strong shoulders and extended arms, cast a dramatic shadow on the horizontal
beam of the cross.
The painting is a celebration of life, and a triumph over death. Darkness surrounds the
cross, but there is a distinct promise of the dawn of a new day. At the bottom of the
painting, there is a fishing boat and some fishermen, an obvious reference to the
apostles who were designated “fishers of men”. Beyond the water, there are various mounds, a reference to the continents of the earth where the “good news” of Christ has been spread.
In 1952, the painting was bought by Tom Honeyman, Director of Glasgow Museums, on behalf of the Glasgow Art Gallery, for £8,200. It created a controversy with a petition against it, arguing that the money would be better spent on exhibition space for local artists. In 1993, the masterpiece was moved to Glasgow’s St. Mungo Museum of Religious Life &
Art but was returned to Kelvingrove Art Gallery & Museum for its reopening in 2006. Since then, once, for several
months, it was released for a world tour. The Spanish government offered to purchase the painting for £80 million, but
the Scots refused. Today, it is regarded as “Scotland’s most famous painting.” It is regarded also, as the most popular of
Dali’s religious works.
When we were spending a few days in Glasgow in
2018, we visited Kelvingrove Art Gallery & Museum.
Each day at noon, a free pipe organ recital is offered in
the great hall on the main floor. We purchased sandwiches at a kiosk, found some chairs and listened to
the organ as we ate. Afterwards, we ascended the
stairs to the second level to a room reserved solely for
the painting, where there prevails a spontaneous
hushed and holy atmosphere.
“Christ of St. John of the Cross” has been treasured by
me since a family friend gave me a print of the painting as an ordination gift in 1969. It has been my companion throughout my life, hanging in each of my
homes along the way.
The Rev. W. Robert Johnstone
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For the past many Sundays, during the worship service, Victoria Keane has read the messages of gratitude
which members of the congregation have shared concerning other church members or staff. Here, in The
Happenings, I would like to add a ‘Gratitude’ for Victoria herself. Since the start of the Pandemic, Victoria has
recreated herself in multiple ways. Always jumping in to assist in enhancing the on-line presence of Christ
First; teaching and entertaining the children, grandchildren and youth of the congregation. Her versatility
shines in both her warmth of welcome to members, the sharing of ‘Gratitudes’, singing, playing musical instruments (trumpet, bells, guitar or piano) as well as her ability to use technology in posters, games and
messaging.
Victoria has been the author of so many ideas in keeping up with children’s interests, writing small plays or
adapting music for them. She connects with older members of our church through phone calls and her easy
presence in planning Zoom get-togethers, or painting mornings and the like. She has helped manage the
Christ First Facebook page. Most days she can be found at the church getting something ready or helping
others with projects. Each Sunday we have the joy of watching her interact with Evelyn and the mischievous
Lucas and can see the Sunday School lesson planned and attached below in the email, should families
want to share this with their children.
As her Ministry and Personnel representative, I have the privilege to hear of plans first hand, like the fun of
the Halloween event, where close to 50 children and parents participated, or the upcoming Scavenger/Egg
hunt for Easter. She always checks in with the Emergency Planning Committee to make sure she is acting
and planning safely. She is now actively getting ready to host the Band Camp and hopefully the Vacation
Bible School again this summer if safety allows it.
For these and the many other things you are involved in I would like to say
Thank you Victoria for all you are doing, we are grateful for you!

Heather McGillis

im
Ian Macdonald CPA, CA CFP
Personal Income Tax and Financial Planning

Email:
Phone:

ianmaccpa@gmail.com
(416) 566-7215
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....And now for something completely different!!!
Today’s contribution to our environmental notes is taken from a book recently published by E. Ann MacRea, called
“Love, Life, Loss and Other Four-Letter Words.” Ann is well known by former Christ Church members as an active participant in the music programs, both the 9:02 service where she played guitar and sang and the traditional service
where she sang in the choir. She is also the wife of our former senior minister, Jim Cairney. Her book contains a collection of stories on a variety of topics which Ann sent to her cousin Kathie to give her support, encouragement and a daily dose of cheering up, as her cousin battled cancer. Here, with Ann’s permission, are her hilarious musings on the topic “Saving the Environment”
Hi Kath,
When we moved to Sault Ste. Marie, a friend of mine, Dave Smith, from Oakville, had also moved there. He had been a
lawyer but ditched it to invest in and run a business called Spill-Tech, making absorbent booms to stop environmental
damage.
Whether diesel fuel was spilled in a highway ditch, or crude oil leaked from a grounded ship, his company’s long snaky
white booms would hem in the pool of toxic oil until it could be mopped, or suctioned, or burned off. So, his target market
was shipping lines, harbour masters, Coast Guard suppliers, departments of highways, fire departments and probably government and military.
We toured the plant in the Sault where they tested materials to stuff into long, knitted sleeves, like net hosiery for very long
legs. When the sleeves were stuffed, they were coiled up into huge pallets for shipping. There was considerable demand for
a product that would float without absorbing water, but only absorb oil-based liquids that floated on the surface of lakes
or oceans.
I cannot remember how many substances he tested, and what were the main ingredients for absorbing oil. I remember he
tested a lot of combinations, and also had to spray or otherwise chemically prepare the white fluffy stuffing that he used.
Today I had a reason to wonder if he is still in that line of work.
Just for a moment, flip the calendar even earlier, to 1980, and our townhouse with Sharon. You had a great recipe for eggplant parmesan. I thought of this tonight because Jim was making a batch of Indian-style eggplant pickle. I was cutting up
the eggplants.
I think I have not handled an eggplant very often since 1980, even though Jim has more than one favourite eggplant recipe.
Anyway, I was thinking of the first steps of your recipe for eggplant steaks, before baking with tomato sauce, slabs of mozzarella and lots of parmesan. I must have made it with you at least once to remember this.
What I remember was frying the slices of eggplant, and how they absorbed amazing quantities of oil, seemingly taking on
their own weight, and yet they did not burn or even change shape or texture.
You can see where this is going, can’t you? Where else can you get a cheap, biodegradable, light, natural-source product
that absorbs endless quantities of oil but not water, and is unaffected by heat? I’m wishing now that I had made sure they
float, before cubing them all, but all vegetables float, don’t they? So, I’ll just charge ahead.
I can picture a burning oil rig in the Texas gulf, completely ringed by a long sleeve of peeled eggplants, bobbing in the water and getting a bit crispy in the hot oil, but saving the day!
This is going to be great news for environmentalists and vegetable producers. I can hardly wait to tell Dave. By the time I
figure out how to contact Dave, who is probably retired by now, I will have forgotten what I was going to tell him. Then I’ll
open a jar of Jim’s eggplant pickle and remember that I was saving the world from toxic spills, using vegetables.
Next, I need to find an industrial use for zucchini.
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Answer key (if you can find the rest, please contact
happenings@christfirst.ca)
This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a
gentleman in an airplane seat pocket on a flight
from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it
on to some friends...One friend from Illinois worked
on this while fishing from his john boat. Another
friend studied it while playing his banjo, Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she
mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so
involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves.
There will be some names that are really easy to
spot. That's a fact. Some people, however, will soon
find themselves in a jam, especially since the book
names are not necessarily capitalized. Truthfully,
from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some of
them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we
have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a
recent fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new
record. The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed
over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle was
one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As
Daniel Humana humbly puts it, "The books are all
right here in plain view hidden from sight." Those
able to find all of them will hear great lamentations
from those who have to be shown. One revelation
that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep in
mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle are
normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete
really well against those who claim to know the answers. Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus. There really are 33 (or 34) books of the Bible
lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be
found. God Bless.
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