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November 29—Advent 1
Prepare Him Room
Hopeful Joy
December 6—Advent 2
Make the Nations Prove
Peaceful Joy
December 13—Advent 3
Repeat the Sounding Joy
Loving Joy
December 20—Advent 4
Make the Blessing Known
Unabashed Joy
December 24—Christmas Eve
The Lord is Come
Incarnate Joy

How we celebrate Christmas in 2020 is going to be very different
from how we have celebrated in the past. Worship services will be
virtual, choirs will be recorded, families will be apart, friends will have
to make do with Zoom parties. Christ First is no exception. All services will be online at christfirst.ca/news. The Chancel Choir and Bell
Canto are working hard to bring you joyful Christmas music and the
Worship Committee is working to bring Christmas into our homes
and our hearts.
Gift giving will also be different this year as those who have lost income will have to budget carefully and ordering online becomes
more popular. Please see page 6 for some gift giving ideas.

Come and enjoy the sights and sounds of Christmas in the Christ First
sanctuary. During Advent, the sanctuary will be decorated, Christmas
music will be played and the Christmas story and a short message
will be projected. You will be invited to book a time between December 1 to 23, when you can wander through the sanctuary at our Clarkson campus, to enjoy the decorations and to experience the magic of
Christmas. Day and evening times will be available. Bring your family
pod!
More information and a link for appointment booking will be posted
soon.
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This year’s stewardship campaign, Growing in Faith
Together, is drawing to a close. We hope you enjoyed hearing the stories from fellow members
about the importance of Christ First in their lives
and how they contribute their time, talent and financial support to our church. Thank you to Sarah Ferguson, Dave Gittings, Rick Cranston, Pat Skinner,
Tong Liu, Marilyn Young, Leslie Fagan and Marg
Shaver for sharing their stories. If you would like to
listen to these stories again, they are all posted on
the Donate page of our church website.
It is now time to indicate your financial support for
Christ First for 2021. This is your opportunity to help
make 2021 a good year for Christ First and our community. Through your generosity, we will be able to
support our important community partners and
continue carrying out our vision of being spiritually
engaged, community focused and caring and connected.
Your contributions to support local ministry and
Mission and Service overseas will help change lives
every day and are very much appreciated.
To help us build our 2021 budget, please indicate
your intended financial support for 2021 by sending
in your Estimate of Givings form to the confidential
mailbox: office@christfirst.ca. The form can be
found on the Donate page on the church website.
The deadline for sending in your form was November 20. After that date, we will be making follow-up
calls to those we haven’t heard from. Please help us
save time and resources by returning your form
promptly.
Stewardship is about being thankful for everything
you have and sharing your abundance with others.
As a fitting finale to this year’s stewardship program
we created a special music video – Give Thanks
with a Grateful Heart. Thanks go to musicians Greg

McCausland, Leanne Piller, Randi Amoroso, Ruth
Collins and Ed Murphy for the wonderful music. We
are grateful to Victoria Keane who spent countless
hours filming our wonderful members who are the
heart of the video and to Evan Hoffman who expertly edited it all together. It is a wonderful tribute to
who we are at Christ First. If you haven’t had a
chance to view the video, it is posted on the Donate
page of the church website. christfirst.ca/donations
The Stewardship Committee thanks you for supporting this year’s stewardship program. Let’s continue to stay connected through our inspiring online
services and by reaching out to each other. Together, we will keep Christ First strong.
Mary Dowding-Paré
Chair, Stewardship Committee
Committee members: John Fargey, Sandy Skinner,
Dave Gittings

The Seekers held their last meeting together on
March 12, 2020, two days before the COVID-19 social distancing protocols began. At that time we
certainly did not realize that it would be months
and months before we would all be together again.
Despite not gathering in person, however, our 20
members have tried to keep in touch with one another, providing moral support and social contact
through phone calls and monthly emails.
Our tradition has been to use the money from our
monthly offerings to make a charitable donation in
December. This year we agreed that our priority
was to help feed people in these pandemic times.
We have made a $100 donation to the Canada
Foodgrains Bank and a $100 donation to Food for
the North, a Gifts with Vision project of the UCC.
Recently some of us joined a Royal York Rd UC
Zoom gathering sponsored by their UCW. Marcia
McClung gave an interesting and informative
presentation about her grandmother, Nellie
McClung, one of the Famous Five, responsible for
bringing into law that women are persons!
Marilyn Watters
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Born in a messy manger to a very ordinary young
girl; the child of God
born anew in each of us, born into our messy
and ordinary lives.
Despite our cynicism, our suspicion, and the evil that
surrounds and oppresses us,
we still come here to find room in our hearts for
belief in that incredible promise:
A young maiden shall conceive and bear a son
and they shall call his name Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us”.
God with us.
What would we do, were we God?
• swoop in dramatically, fix stuff, fix people, tell people what to do.
• If we were God, we would leave a huge footprint.
What does God do?
• enters the world the hard way, comes in the door
of a stable
in the midst of the poor, the refugee,
the powerless.
• God comes in with a tiny foot,
unable to walk or talk or fix anything.
God knew that pain is very real,
even for those of us who live in the most comfortable surroundings.
All share in the pain and suffering
that are an inevitable part of every human life.
Our version of the coming of God into the world
would have God wipe out our pain.
But God knows our pain.
The Christmas story helps us to see
beyond the pain and the violence
to the joy
that lies at the very heart and centre of life.
God’s choice was
to show us that Christ’s presence could be
experienced right here in this all too painful world.
And that it was right here on earth
that God's peace could be experienced
most powerfully and most directly.
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What happens
•
when the invisible becomes visible,
•
when the powerless emerge from hidden
places
•
when the faces of the neglected stare us
down?
Well, one thing that happens is that
we look into the visible reality of God.
This God becomes “decked out in flesh” and wriggles his way into human existence.
This God chooses to live in the world’s underside.
This God loves us enough to become
flesh of our flesh,
bone of our bone.
This God loves
the least and the lost,
the vulnerable and the powerless,
the ghettoized and the trapped.
This God loves humanity enough to become one of
us and to love us to death.
This God lives among the lost in the belly of the
world and chooses to make the invisible mystery of
holiness passionately visible.
“As you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.” Mt.25.40
God is a child in your arms,
loving you,
yearning to be loved by you,
wanting to reach out through you.
God is making all things visible
so that all will be loved and
restored to fullness of life.
Imagine that!
Love decked out in
YOUR ordinary flesh.
That’s a sight for ALL the
world to see.
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This year, with COVID-19 and the Region of Peel's
safety guidelines, trick-or-treating was cancelled.
However, an amazing team of volunteers helped
give our kids a Halloween so special that they will
never forget. For one day only, the entire church was
transformed into a haunted house! Families signed
up for a start time, and toured through the hallways
of our Clarkson campus, both upstairs and downstairs. There was laughing and excitement, and
some well-placed 'spooks' ensured some screams
too! At the end of the tour, the kids left with a goody
bag filled with candy, thanks to our generous donors.
Over five hours, 48 kids and their parents toured the
church. All in masks, and all at a distance from each
other. It was so special to provide a fun and safe Halloween for these kids!
Victoria Keane
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We will be decking out our
Mitten Tree again this year
in the hopes it will be laden
with warm mitts, toques
and scarves for school children in critical schools. The arrival of cold weather
is a cruel blow to a lot of youngsters facing their
first winter in Canada as parents have a difficult
time providing them with basic necessities. Gloves
and mittens with Thinsulate are especially appreciated and “keyhole” knitted scarves are preferred.
Cash donations are always welcome!
The Mitten Tree will be set up by the Chancel door.
Items can be placed there as you are visiting for
your “walk through” of the decorated sanctuary,

Chase The Chill
Do you love to knit or crochet? Have you knit more
sweaters, scarves and afghans than your friends
and family can ever use?!
Please consider knitting or crocheting scarves for
our “Chase the Chill” program. Handmade scarves
will be placed around the Clarkson and Port Credit
neighbourhoods in January. Anyone who needs a
scarf “hug” for warmth and comfort is welcome to
take one. Special tags stating that they are from
Christ First will be attached to every scarf.
If you need yarn, please contact the church office
and yarn will be delivered to you.
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Christ First UCW is recognizing two of our members,
Phyllis Walker and Nancy Brodie, who were not only
active in our local UCWs but also in the UCW of the
wider church. A memorial donation has been made
to the National UCW 60th Anniversary project,
Women for Change, Zambia. This project raises
funds to help provide education for women and
girls in rural Zambia, encouraging them to remain in
school by providing them with programming and
the resources to do so.
Phyllis was not only involved in Seekers and in the
former Christ Church Study and Outreach groups,
but also in the UCW of the wider church by serving
as Treasurer and as President of Halton Presbyterial
UCW. For many years she was an active member of
the Stewardship Committee of Halton Presbyterial
and Hamilton Conference UCW and represented
UCW on the Hamilton Conference Executive.
Nancy was a dedicated member of the Dorcas unit
at Christ First and at the former First United, and also served in the UCW of the wider church as President of Halton Presbyterial UCW, as member and
Chairperson of many of its committees and as a representative of UCW at Hamilton Conference. Nancy
used her creative and artistic skills to design the
logo for the UCW 50th Anniversary pin.
It is our privilege to have known and worked with
these two women of the church and to remember
these dear friends in this tangible and outreachfocussed manner.
Marilyn Watters
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...to live with respect in creation (United Church creed)

About a month ago, Amazon held their “Prime Days” – kind of like Black Friday, when they sell many popular items at a discount. Thinking I’d get ahead on my Christmas shopping, I asked my family members to
check the Amazon website and send me a list of things they might like to get under the tree. It was my sonin-law, Trevor, who pointed out that this year it might be better to shop local, to support local businesses
instead of big money-making machines! That gave me pause; and so I looked for alternatives and managed
avoid shopping at Amazon altogether!
As we approach the holidays, you can support a lot of local businesses and attractions by purchasing gift
cards and memberships as presents. Especially if we are facing another (hopefully brief) lockdown, small
business tend to be the ones that suffer. Sure, it’s easy to “visit” Amazon and buy lots of stuff, but there are
other ways to buy amazing, useful, appreciated gifts, that also support local businesses that may also employ your friends, neighbours and family. Thoughtfulness can go way beyond the gift recipient!
Although many local businesses have online “shops”, if you can, visit a store in person and save the excess packaging that comes with items ordered online. Or order
multiple items from the same online vendor. I ordered a number of items from one
vendor and some of them were out-of-stock but were due to come in soon. I
asked the vendor to hold off on delivery until all the items were available so that I
would not receive multiple boxes and packaging materials. They complied! Again,
ordering from Amazon is easy but they tend to ship items individually and the
packaging stacks up!
One suggestion I read recently was to think about a local store that you would not want to see go out of
business and then think about what gifts from that vendor would suit your various recipients. These might
include your local salon or spa, pool hall or laser tag, favourite restaurant or bakery, local bookseller or
board game café, hardware store, conservation areas and botanical gardens, museums, zoos and aquariums. All are so important to our communities, local economies and social infrastructure.

Many of us count on shopping at church and community craft sales. Items made by local artisans and crafters are often unique and, more and more, are “upcycling” or reusing items that might otherwise be discarded. Sadly, most of these events have been cancelled this year. However, you can still buy handmade
through online vendors. Etsy is one place to start and the One of A Kind show has also gone online. An
online search for “Handmade” will turn up many more.
Before you buy anything online from a vendor you do not know, please do some research. Check out the
company – where they are located (not necessarily the same as where they ship from) and what currency
you will pay in (even if the cost is displayed in $CDN, you might be charged in US dollars). Check out the
reviews of the product you want to buy. There are a lot of scammers out there and
once you have given them your credit card information, it is not easy to cancel the
transaction.
One need not even spend a lot to give a meaningful gift. Some ideas for economical and environmentally sustainable gifts are: donations to charity, homemade gifts,
re-gifted items (gently read books come to mind!), passing along heirlooms with
their history, family recipes, home baking and prepared meals.
We hope and pray that next year, we will be able get out and enjoy life safely. While we think ahead to better times, let’s do our part to help our local economies in an environmentally responsible manner.
Peggy Forde with Elisabeth Evans and Alison Forde
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Recipe of the Month
This has become a favourite in our house!
3—4 potatoes, boiled and mashed with 2 TB butter
& 1/4 tsp salt
One 227g pkg of Cremini mushrooms
1 onion, coarsely chopped
1 carrot, peeled and coarsely chopped
2 Tbsp butter
One 540 ml can of lentils, drained and rinsed
1 1/2 cups water (or a mixture of white wine & vegetable stock)
1/2 cup large flake oats
2 Tbsp soy sauce
1 Tbsp tomato paste
3/4 tsp ground nutmeg
1/2 tsp pepper
1 cup frozen peas

Seeds
Seeds on the ground
Manna for squirrels all around.
They eat and store
Then come back for more.
Seeds…
In the garden many plants have seeds
Which are now stored from health giving weeds.
Dried, ground or boiled
Possible remedies for COVID-19 to be foiled.
Seeds…

Pulse mushrooms in food processor until finely
chopped.

A variety of mental seeds can be stored in our brains
Where they leave a residue of dirty stains.
Murder and mayhem are the order of the day
This is the new normal the devil puts out to play.
Seeds…

Melt 1 Tbsp butter in oven safe 10 inch frying pan.
Add mushrooms and cook until almost no liquid remains. Add 1 Tbsp butter and the onions and carrots. Cook, stirring often, until softened—3 to 4
minutes.

Resist this depressive reasoning
And fight COVID-19 by rules obeying.
We will all be happier and thankful
When we parry the desire to be hurtful.
Seeds…

Stir in lentils and water or stock, soy sauce, tomato
paste, nutmeg and pepper. Bring to a boil, then reduce heat and cook, stirring often until oats are tender but mixture is still saucy. Stir in peas. Spread
mashed potato over mixture and place in oven under broiler. Broil until golden brown 2—3 minutes.

Pray, eat, live and love,
That is our heavenly option from above.
Do not be fearful of this duty
For it is our destiny to demonstrate inner beauty.
Seeds.

Serves 4. Can be frozen.
Excellent source of fibre, good source of protein.

Grace Vandermale

im
Ian Macdonald CPA, CA CFP
Personal Income Tax and Financial Planning

Email:
Phone:

ianmaccpa@gmail.com
(416) 566-7215
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By The Rev. W. Robert Johnstone
In 1973, I purchased cottage property at Amberley, on the shores of Lake Huron. Shortly after settling into
our summer residence, we made contact with Pine River United Church, just a few minutes’ drive away.
Pine River United Church is located on Highway #21 in Bruce County, a few miles south of Kincardine. It is a
robust little rural church, with a congregation that reflects the community of prosperous farmers who grow
corn and raise dairy cattle. Their worship services are dynamic and inter-generational, undergirded by a
strong musical component, guided all of these years, by the talented leadership of Patt Lowry.
The resident minister since 2012, Rev. Vicki Johnson, emphasizes that this milestone came about because
of an enthusiastic team effort. But from my perspective, it was Vicki herself who provided the impetus for
the commitment to and enthusiasm for such a venture.
This is part of Vicki’s story: “In June 2017, Kincardine held its first ever Pride Parade, and it was during that
spring that I decided that I would march in the parade, along with my spouse, Thomas. As word spread, a few
members of Pine River United Church decided to join us. When we arrived at the parade assembling area,
there were three of us. (Our son drove from Bradford to join us.) Soon, a few more people from Pine River United
Church appeared, and we heard voices from the sidelines offering encouragement. A few more people, whom
we had never met before, joined us because they had noticed our United Church banner, and wanted to be
part of this intentional action. In the end, our little contribution to the parade totalled 13 Pride Supporters.
“I knew that the time was right to consider becoming a presence of love and openness and inclusivity in our area. Participating in that first Kincardine Pride Parade convinced me that there was a need in our rural community for a church which openly welcomed all of God’s children, unconditionally, all of the time!”
In 2018, Pine River United Church authorized and supported a committee of six persons with Rev. Vicki
Johnson, as resource person, to research and lead the congregation in this journey. It was two years of discovery and learning, involving both workshops and discussions. On a sunny day in September, in spite of
the current pandemic, arrangements were made to hold outdoors at the Point Clark Community Centre
grounds, a congregational vote by secret ballot. That day, a majority of more than 75% of the congregation
approved (1) becoming “an affirming ministry”, and (2) a new vision statement, as follows:
“As a community of faith, we, the people of Pine River United Church, are committed to sharing God’s love
and grace by: creating a safe place for all people to engage in a life and ministry that values and affirms a
variety of ages, ethnicities, abilities, gender, sexual orientations, social and economic classes, beliefs, gender identities, appearances, and marital status. We are dedicated to living with respect in creation, honouring diversity through continued education, growth, and outreach.”
On Monday, September 28, 2020, in keeping with pandemic protocols, 40 or more persons gathered via a
zoom meeting, for a special service of thanksgiving and celebration. Jeffrey Dale (Ministry for Faith Formation, Youth and Young Adults, Shining Waters Regional
Council) was the guest speaker. Linda Hutchinson, from Sydenham United Church in Kingston, presented the certificate
on behalf of Affirm United.
This milestone, among other things, represents a fitting climax to the ministry of The Rev. Vicki Johnson at Pine River
United Church. The new status for Pine River United Church
registers part of her legacy. As of September 30, 2020, she
left the position of resident minister, and awaits God’s call to
the next chapter in her life journey.
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For more information and updates please visit our website: christfirst.ca

See page one for Christmas Services and visit christfirst.ca for online worship
10:

Happenings Deadline

October 3

Edna Mills

October 28 Nancy Brodie

1700 Mazo Cres., Mississauga ON L5J 1Y8

The Happenings is a limited circulation newsletter distributed to the members and adherents of Christ First, The United Church of Canada, Mississauga, Ontario. It is published five times per year: September, November, January, March
and May. Contributions for publication should reach the Editor as per published deadline date. Deadlines will be published in the weekly bulletin and via broadcast e-mail. Enquiries related to advertising should be addressed to the
Office Administrator. All enquiries and hardcopy for publication should be delivered to the church office at:
1700 Mazo Cres., Mississauga, ON L5J 1Y8
Phone: (905) 822-9834
Fax: (905) 822-9871
E-mail: office@christfirst.ca

The next Happenings deadline is
SUNDAY, January 10, 2021

or to the Editor: Peggy Forde at e-mail happenings@christfirst.ca. Articles submitted via e-mail should be in a nonformatted Word document attached to the e-mail. Photos should be submitted in a separate JPEG file not embedded
in the article, please. The same e-mail is acceptable for both submissions.

